
Collegiate Rowing Coaches Association 
COVID-19 impact & planning survey 

June 2020 
 

Respondents 
 
122 of 157 programs (77%) responded to the survey between June 8-12, 2020.  
 
Division 

 
 

82

10

30

DI DII DIII



Conference 
MAAC 10 
ACC 9 
Big Ten 9 
Atlantic 10 8 
Patriot League 8 
MARC 7 
NESCAC 7 
Ivy League 6 
CAA 6 
AAC 6 
Pac 12 6 
WCC 6 
Independent/Unaffiliated 6 
Big 12 5 
Sunshine State 5 
Liberty League 5 
NEWMAC 5 
Northwest Conference 4 
Great Northwest Athletic 3 
Pacific 1 
Lightweight 0 

 

State 
New York 15 
Massachusetts 13 
Pennsylvania 12 
California 10 
Florida 9 
Connecticut 8 
Washington 7 
Michigan 4 
Oregon 4 
Virginia 4 
Indiana 3 
Maryland 3 
Ohio 3 
Oklahoma 3 
Iowa 2 
Maine 2 
New Jersey 2 
Rhode Island 2 
Washington D.C. 2 
Alabama 1 
Delaware 1 
Illinios 1 
Kansas 1 
Kentucky 1 
Minnesota 1 
Nebraska 1 
New Hampshire 1 
North Carolina 1 
South Carolina 1 
Tennessee 1 
Texas 1 
West Virginia 1 
Wisconsin 1 

 



Campus re-opening 
 
Has your university presented their reopening plan? 

 
 
What type of academic schedule will your university be using? 
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When will classes resume on campus for the fall? 
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Staffing & budget 
 
Has your University instituted salary reductions, furloughs, or any staffing cuts? 

 
 
What is the status of the following positions for your program?   

 
Head 
Coach 

1st 
Assistant 

2nd 
Assistant 

3rd 
Assistant 

Graduate 
Assistant Boatman 

Director of 
Operations 

Don't know yet 14 12% 16 13% 18 16% 10 9% 3 3% 8 7% 3 3% 
Have, no change 86 71% 75 62% 48 42% 23 22% 27 26% 17 16% 8 8% 
Short-term (<2 weeks) 
furlough 2 2% 5 4% 1 1% 1 1% 1 1% 0 0% 0 0% 
Long-term (2+ weeks) 
furlough 4 3% 8 7% 7 6% 4 4% 3 3% 4 4% 1 1% 
Salary reduction 15 12% 6 5% 6 5% 3 3% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 
Did not have 0 0% 11 9% 34 30% 65 61% 69 67% 78 73% 92 88% 
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What salary reduction is your Head Coach experiencing? 

 
 
What salary reductions are your Assistant Coaches experiencing? 
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What is the status of hiring at your institution? 

 
 
Has your budget been reduced for the 2020-2021 season? 
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Please provide any pertinent information about your answers to the above question.  
• No overnight travel as of right now. May not travel at all.  
• Travel budget and scholarship dollars were most affected.  
• Being asked to propose three options of 10% 15% and 20% cut 
• There is the possibility of more cuts to come we just learned 
• Waiting on final Paids (June 1st) and Board of Directors budget approval 
• UConn Board of Trustees will be announcing budget June 24.  Anticipated sports will be cut. 
• Equal cuts across all sports 
• We have been put onto a 90 day budget with prior approval needed for any purchases during 

the 90 day period. The 9 month budget will be reduced (we were expected to have a reduced 
budget FY21 before COVID), the anticipated 15-20% budget reduction was what we were 
anticipating as well pre COVID. I serve on the University Budget Advisory Committee and have 
some advanced knowledge.  

• Our operating budget is vanishingly small to begin with. 
• No reductions but travel should be regional (no out of region). 
• Still working through this 
• Split between operating, scholarship and COA 
• Initially we were told 5%, then 3%, then 10%, then "stay tuned." 
• Asked to try to reduce 20% operations budget 
• I was informed on 6/5 that the entire department is being cut 20% operationally. 
• I have sent in a budget request.  Don't know what the results will be 
• Our budgets are released July 1st, and we have not yet received a firm indication of what they 

will be. 
• No air travel, reduce overnight trips, no purchases 
• We have a definite 2.5% reduction, but have also made projections for out to 20% reductions. 

Have not been given a final budget. 
• these responses are as of this moment 
• I have submitted our budget proposal, but haven't heard back yet.  
• assistant coach is part time and not paid in the summer 
• We have been asked to plan for budget reductions of 20% as of now but this amount may end 

up being less. 
• 20%   Probably more coming 
• Only our operating budget has been effected. Through strategic use of Furlough and CAREs act 

we are able to have major saving to not effect scholarship or income.  
• Spending on essentials only, limited overnight travel 
• 10% reduction for FY21 was already expected prior to onset of the pandemic. 
• The department is trying to take the cuts out of other places within, with the hope that the 

team budgets will be minimally effected.  
• There will be a reduction but most likely in the 5- 15% range. We have not been told what it will 

be 
• 15% 
• We are operating under the assumption that our budget will be the same as 2019-2020.  That 

may change in July 
• The administration has alluded to no budget cuts for women's rowing, but they have yet to 

officially say anything.  



• We were asked to begin thinking about up to 10% budget cuts, but that was back in late winter. 
Since then, the topic has not yet been revisited by our department. 

• Pending filling class etc 
• Budget questions will be answered after we see what's up with football and campus reopening. 
• Waiting to hear more. 
• Across the board budget cuts for all sports 
• this survey could be more occur at the end of June 
• 10% cut now, possibly more later, football plays a big part 
• We were not told what the budgets for next year are. New fiscal year starts July 1, we’ll find 

then 
• All sports were required to submit a 15% reduction plan as well as a 20% reduction plan. 
• We should have a budget number in the next 2 weeks for 20/21 
• Should know July 1 
• hope to find out soon. 
• We have been planning for a 15% budget reduction across all sports since mid-winter, unrelated 

to COVID.  I'm unclear as to whether we will have additional budget cuts in response to COVID-
19  

• We were told to prepare for 10, 15, and 20% reductions to our budget 
• 20ish% so far on our budget, could be more 
• We are using the hurry up wait and see approach  
• 5% reduction of budgets as of now, with another 5-10% expected  
• Fall travel has been eliminated for non-championship sports,  further discussion is coming on 

future budget reductions  
• We have submitted proposals for a 20% budget cuts but we already operate well below 

reasonable budget. 
• We've put together plans for 5%, 15% or 20% reduction 
• Athletics department eliminated any training trips for all sports to travel budgets 
• Reduction was ~20% of total Rowing budget but had to be covered by operating burger for net 

reduction of 45% of operating 
• Our hiring freeze is at the state level. It wasn't an institutional decision.  
• We may be adjusting our competition schedule which will reduce our budget 

 
Are you aware of budget cuts in other areas that may affect your team? Please update the status of 
your support staff to the best of your knowledge.   

 
Sports 
Medicine 

Strength 
and 
Conditioning 

Sports 
Nutrition 

Sports 
Psychology 

Academic 
Services 

Student-
Athlete 
Development 

Have, cuts unknown 60 54% 57 51% 41 37% 34 31% 49 44% 46 41% 
Have, has been partially 
cut or reduced 18 16% 16 14% 11 10% 10 9% 14 13% 10 9% 
Have, has been fully cut 
or reduced 1 1% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 
Have, no budget cuts 28 25% 30 27% 10 9% 13 12% 29 26% 18 16% 
Did not have 5 4% 8 7% 48 44% 53 48% 20 18% 37 33% 

 
Has a women's rowing program in your conference or region been eliminated? 

• Ohio Wesleyan University  



Return to sport plans 
 
Who has already released a resocialization plan that you will be expected to follow? 

 
 
Do you have a return to sport plan in place for your rowing program? 
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What is your role in developing a rowing-specific return to sport plan for your program? 

 
 
Is your sports medicine staff involved in developing your return to sport plan? 
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What adaptations are your department considering for your program as you restart? (Select all that 
apply) 

 
 
“Other” responses 

• Contact log for interactions longer than 3 minutes 
• 2 week Restriction of Movement (quarantine) for the entire school upon return to school 
• Moving S&C and Athletic Training to an outdoor training space - currently our football practice 

field - at least for the initial summer return/pre-season for fall sports. 
• setting line-ups for a week - pod training (wash and clean after Sat) 
• The adaptations that I'm currently aware of are from the known policies and procedures being 

implemented for the return of football student-athletes and staff. No policies and very little 
discussion is happening at the rowing level. Much of the communication is from the top down. 

• They've discussed creating a single direction flow of foot traffic in buildings 
• We have not had discussions about the rowing program yet. 

 
What protections are being put in place for staff and faculty? 

• Unknown 
• Again, I know much less on the rowing side. On the college side, we will have limited # of people 

in the athletic building, additional sanitation services, testing, and single person occupancy in 
offices. 

• testing optional, no additional requirements other than what is expected of student athletes 
• In process 
• Virtual meetings/ video,  Masks, Testing 
• All of the above. Continue to WFH when possible, social distancing, and masks 
• I don't know 
• unsure 
• Sanitizers available, constant cleaning before and after usage, limiting practice sessions to 

smaller groups, etc.  
• TBA 
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• Unknown 
• Coaches and athletes will be given baseline Covid19 test. One mask, one towel per athlete are 

being provided. Sanitizing stations.   
• Prior testing, now more self monitor 
• Testing and screening 
• Currently, I believe they are just requiring social distancing and wearing masks when in buildings 

or crowds 
• The President has not announced protections to come back to school. We are currently work 

from home through August 14th. 
• Everyone who comes to campus must get a wellness check daily.  Masks are required for 

everyone on campus.  Hand sanitizer is readily available.  Remote work is highly encouraged. 
• same as above 
• We will follow the same safety measures as the students in regards to social distancing 

measures. 
• following state and federal guidelines as of now.  This is a work in progress and nothing in place 

as of yet.   
• I don't know 
• Waiting for guidance from university. 
• face masks in work place 
• ? still YBA 
• At this point, only that everyone will almost certainly have to wear a mask. 
• Masks and Temperatures  
• Working from home as often as possible, testing, all meetings virtual, masks etc 
• testing, tracking, PPE 
• I don't know 
• Mask usage at practice, limited building usage and pathways into and out of buildings. Work 

from home when possible.  
• Anticipating required wearing of masks in common areas. Other protections are unknown at this 

time. 
• We do not have all of the details yet 
• I don’t know 
• Taking temps before entering buildings, staggering/shifting times to be in the offices to 

encourage social distancing and minimize contact.  
• Not sure yet 
• Work from home for now 
• don't know yet 
• determined by the military 
• On going discussions  
• still working on those 
• Online questionnaire has to be filled out and temperature taken/reported each time a faculty or 

staff member reports to campus. 
• masks given to all faculty, staff and students. A health screening is being filled out daily by all 

working on campus.  
• Still in development; topics discussed have included staggering staffing in the office, stricter 

access control to the main athletics building, flexibility to work and teach remotely... 
• I don't know yet. 



• Unknown as of yet 
• Don’t know yet 
• Masks, hand sanitizer and social distancing  
• Unknown - probably the same as the athletes. 
• telecommuting when possible, planning for PPE for staff 
• Nothing different from the entire campus 
• If anyone is high risk or uncomfortable with return, they are free to make adjustments with their 

direct report on how to proceed. 
• I don't know yet 
• masks are to be worn inside, temperature and health screening is happening upon entry to 

student-athlete center, entry points minimized, sign in/out, encouraged to work from home 
• Masks, gloves, distancing 
• have not heard 
• Reduced/staggered staffing in offices, use of masks 
• Not sure 
• unknown 
• Theoretically, all staff and faculty have the option to work remotely if they are high risk. 
• required masks, social distancing, daily health self-screen 
• Same as previous answer  
• Masks 
• Nothing has been put in place yet. Have had a department zoom meeting to start to discuss and 

will be meeting again soon with more details for all. 
• They haven't really brought staff back yet, but those that have to be on campus are tested, 

temperature checked at one building entry point and masks everywhere but personal offices. 
• We have only completed a faculty/staff survey at this point.  
• PPE 
• Hasn't been brought up yet 
• Don’t know yet. 
• In process 
• Unknown 
• Washable masks and hand sanitizer.  
• Each staff member will be provided two masks and cleaning products for thier own space.  This 

has not happened yet.  
• Face masks have to be worn everywhere except for during working out, per dept. policy 
• unknown 
• see above 
• Still no in person meetings  
• mask usage, frequently cleaning surfaces, additional TBD 
• Social distancing in the office 

 



Who is absorbing the additional costs associated with the risk mitigation efforts you will be using with 
your team? (check all that apply) 

 
 
“Other” responses 

• At present our plan does not involve any additional costs. 
• No announcement has been made that the costs will come from our budget 
• It will probably be a combo, once available I can share 
• Military funding - our boathouse is considered a military building and so the cleaning / upkeep 

must meet military standards 
 
If you checked multiple boxes above, please note which costs will be absorbed in which area. 

• Team budget used for cleaning supplies and any additional overages from extra travel expenses 
due to any restrictions on number of passengers on charter buses for any travel and team 
fundraising account will likely need to be applied to any/all overages due to budget cuts 

• we don't know specifics yet but have been told all of these will contribute 
• Unknown. The plan is still being developed 
• Just a best guess 
• No clue....pretty quiet.  
• Not clear yet 
• The athletic department is supplying Virex to use on equipment. 
• not sure what they will be asking of each other 
• Not sure exactly. 
• we will take additional costs for safety specific to rowing out of our budget, the athletic 

department will cover general expenses for safety and sanitation for all shared spaces 
• unsure at this point 
• I do not know for sure at this time.  
• To Be Determined 
• PPE provided by university, everything else unknown 
• Dont know yet 
• Not sure yet, but have been told that we will need to absorb some costs 
• Not sure yet 
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• Unsure of spread 
• Facility and equipment cleaning costs 
• Not sure 
• Costs associated with additional cleaning and facility usage are being absorbed by the university 

currently. Costs of potential boat rentals/purchasing is coming through donations 
 
  



Facilities 
 
Is your university in control of your rowing facilities? 

 
 
Do you share your rowing facilities with other programs? (Select all that apply) 
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Are university athletics facilities open and available to student-athletes now? 

 
 
“Other” responses 

• football and basketball facilities only 
• Football and Mens and Womens Basketball began voluntary training June 1st  
• Football only 
• only athletes that are approved by the training room to do rehab are allowed to use athletic 

facilities right now 
• Only by an appointment and with many precautions in place 
• only football practice facilities 
• Only for students in residence over the summer 
• outdoor facilities only 
• Outdoor spaces are open in small groups. Indoor spaces are not yet open.  
• Partial for football, etc, or in stages of opening 
• partial to local SA's (medical). phasing in football now, basketball to follow in early July, then fall 

sports mid July 
• Partially 
• Phased return by sport.  Currently, Football only 
• Some outdoor facilities are open with heavy restrictions (outdoor basketball courts, tennis 

courts, one field).   
• Starting June 15 
• starting phase in on June 15 for football, volleyball and basketball, rowing slated for early July 

return for voluntary training 
• They are beginning to reopen in very limited/restricted capacity this week. 
• They opened today (June 8) to football and basketball.  All other facilities will be opened as 

teams are phased back in. 
• They will limited open for outdoor training of Football then Basketballs, then Fall sports in June.  
• Weight room expected to open July 1st, a plan is being made to reopen all facilities 
• with social distancing and other precautions 
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When are you planning to resume practice? 
• Unknown (31 responses) 
• ~ Aug 13  
• 18 Aug 
• 1st day of school 9/30 
• 8/24 
• 9/8/20 
• A few days after classes start on 8/31/20 
• As soon as my institution will allow it - and per NCAA start date rules 
• As soon as they give us the green light 
• As soon as we can.  No date yet.  
• As we normally do - the first day after Labor Day - Sept 8 
• Aug 17 
• August 
• August 10 
• August 17 
• August 18th 
• August 25th 
• August 26, 2020 
• August 27 
• August 31 
• August 31st if we can 
• August 31st, 2020 
• Don’t know, presently restricted 
• Early September 
• Early September  
• fall 
• First day of classes  
• First day of school (if allowed) 
• First day students are back on campus 
• Hopeful for the 1st day of school in September. 
• Hopefully 9/1 but has to be approved 
• Hopefully sept 9th. The first day of fall quarter.  
• Ideally start of classes in the fall, but even that is TBD. Not 100% sure we will have full team on 

campus. 
• If school opens at normal time, we would plan to begin practice after Labor Day 
• In September or maybe the turn of the year 
• July 1 for voluntary workouts 
• Late August 
• Late September 
• Mid September 
• mid September hopefully 
• Mid to end of september 
• Mid-September 
• no idea, they are working on fall sports 



• Now return date as of yet fall sports go first, clearance is staggered Still have a while before our 
athletes can go to screening process  

• Oct. 1 
• October 6, 2020 
• Pac12 will decide 
• right now first day of school 
• Sept 12 
• Sept 8 
• September 
• September 
• September 
• September 
• September (if allowed) 
• September 1 
• September 1 most likely 
• September 12 
• September 14 
• September 15 
• September 1st 
• September 2020 
• September 7 (hopefully) 
• September 8 
• September 9 
• September if possible 
• Unclear on rules 
• unknown - Hoping Sept 14 
• Unknown; likely October. 
• voluntary practices sometime after July 15.  CARA starting Sept 7 
• We have been told early/mid July, we might be able to have a few local kids to the boathouse 

for voluntary practices. 
• We will have an extended preseason training plan before returning to the boathouse 
• We’ve been told classes will resume on time 8/30. We don’t have any guidelines on what that 

means for non—championship fall sports.  
• Week of August 28th 
• when allowed 
• When given green light from athletic administration 
• When school reopens on August 24 
• When school starts 
• when school starts in the fall, normal start date 
• When school starts, 8/25 
• when school starts. 
• When the college opens and says that we can resume practice. 
• when the fall semester begins 
• When we typically begin, which is the Monday after Labor Day (September 14th in this year's 

case). 
• Whenever the university reopens and implements phase 3 



 
If applicable, when are you planning to resume 20 hour weeks? 
~ Aug 20 

• Unknown/TBD (22 responses) 
• 1 Sep 
• 9/28 
• After Labor Day 
• after labor day 
• As soon as possible.  
• Aug 17 
• Day 1 if they let us 
• DII has 15 hour weeks in the fall, probably after Labor Day for our team. 
• Early September 
• Early September  
• fall 
• Haven’t mapped the season out yet 
• Hopefully 9/20 but has to be approved 
• Hopefully the first week of school in September. 
• I think would depend on how many kids we have on campus and to what extent we are allowed 

to open. If we have to alternate practices, etc, I would think not until mid to late fall. 
• Immediately at that time 
• in the first week of school 
• Late September 
• Mid September 
• Mid-late September 
• mid-September (if allowed) 
• normal time frame, mid September 
• Not sure. As soon as possible.  
• Oct 31 
• October 6 2020 
• Pac12 will decide 
• same 
• second week of school 
• Sept 1 
• Sept 12 
• Sept 14 
• Sept 8 
• Sept 8 
• September 
• September 10 approximately 
• September 12 
• September 12 
• September 20 
• September 21st 
• September 21st, 2020 
• September 7 



• September 7 
• September 7 IF allowed 
• September 7 IF allowed 
• September 7, 2020 
• September 8 
• September 9 
• September 9 
• September sometime 
• September unless we hear otherwise 
• tentatively mid september 
• Uncertain.  Watting on university to put out plan first. 
• Unclear rules  
• unknown- Hoping Sept 14 
• Week of September 14th 
• Whenever we are able to safely do so 
• Will depend on MIT’s fall plan  



Return to practice & competition 
 
Have squad size reductions been implemented for your team? Check all that apply. 

 
 
Have travel restrictions been implemented for your team? 
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What travel restrictions are in place for the fall? (Select all that apply) 

 
 
“Other” responses 

• We only race locally in the fall.  Nothing official has been announced regarding any athletic dept 
travel yet.  University travel is currently restricted. 

• No non-conference travel over 400 miles from campus 
• These plans are still in the works, but above boxes have been discussed 
• Nothing in stone. Encouraged to limit to bus rides/hourly limit. 
• Nothing official, but I have been told to not plan any out of state travel 
• Regional travel (bus and van primarily). Plane being discussed. 
• Restrictions are based on the usage of budget. No restrictions except costs.  
• Significant budget reductions but I am allowed to schedule as I see fit  
• We have been asked to try to keep competitions local.  
• We have been told it is likely that we will not have overnight trips, but that is not a certainty as 

of yet. 
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Will you be racing this fall? 

 
 
Have you created a potential race schedule for the coming year? 
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How many universities with the potential to race are within driving distance of your institution 
(~8hrs)? This includes teams out of your conference or division that you would consider racing. 

 
 
Please provide any comments or concerns about racing schedules here.  

• Ability to host any races at Lake Natoma.  Ability to have large CA regattas in spring like Crew 
Classic and WIRA 

• concern over lack of cross regional results for NCAA selection and concerned about racing 
opportunities for development boats beyond NCAA squad 

• Cooperation is going to be key amongst member institutions. 
• Focusing on spring racing, not fall at this point 
• Hotel and bus.  Expenses  
• I am more worried that this carries over to the Spring semester 
• I am not concerned currently but that could change at any moment. 
• I submitted a tentative schedule with the caveat that everything is still up in the air. I have not 

heard anything back yet.  
• I think match racing may be the way to race this fall.  Team size limits were set before COVID. 
• I wish I had more to share at this time, we simply haven't heard anything definitive yet and I just 

don't know right now. 
• In a typical year my fall race schedule is finalized over the summer and I start working on the 

final details of my spring schedule in November.  As a newer program we're still creating a 
traditional schedule, so there's been some flux in what we do.   

• My answer was 10+ but i included club and varsity programs  
• Not sure what the fall will look like yet or if the approved schedule will be possible at all. 
• Race schedule will be safety and budget driven  
• Waiting to see what the big races do: HOTC, HOS, HOF AND what travel restricitions I will have 

(expecting: only day trips and 50% bus capacity) 
• We are extremely limited racing in Texas and around within 8 hours  
• We are in the midst of deciding our racing schedule, but we are waiting to hear athletic 

guidelines and budgets from our school first. 
• We are in Worcester on Lake Quinsigamond 
• We are the only varsity program in the state of Illinois. Very few D3 programs in the Midwest  
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• we fly virtually everywhere.  that will be an issue on many levels - budget, health, travel size  
• We have a race schedule but aren't sure if the races will actually happen 
• We have plans to race a more conference area schedule on the East Coast. We still have a lot of 

availability to race in the Spring regionally if anyone is looking for competition.  
• We only attend the Charles in the fall 
• We'll have more information/instructions from the University in early July 
• willingness of DI programs to race non DI opponents 

  



Is there anything else regarding your conference, school, or team's COVID-19 response and planning 
you would like to share? 
• A decision about our school opening in the fall should be made before July 1 - after that other 

aspects of the fall sports season will come to light.  
• As most probably are, were just waiting on answers from so many other people. We know the 

championship fall sports take first priority and are prepared for that moving forward. I have reached 
out to multiple teams within 3 hours of Buffalo to try and get dialogue going but haven’t heard 
anything back yet.  

• Concern over the stability of our SWA position and general Title IX implications with salary and 
budget cuts 

• Conference Presidents meet on June 14th.  More university information will come out on June 15th.  
More budget info on July 1st 

• Hoping to host and travel to a few local races with 1-2 other teams.  Like a format of a 3K head style 
and 1500 paired sprint.   

• I did not include fall races, as we don't know their status. The coaches in Boston have talked about a 
Charles River Racing Series, but that will all depend on the shape that fall practices take. 

• I don't know what other institutions are planning, or how they are going about making those plans, 
but we are very much in the dark at MMA, with little information or guidance. 

• I will know a lot more after a head coach call today, and even more after June 24 
• Most likely able to share race thoughts/plans in next cycle of survey or some other time in the 

future 
• No salary reduction yet but salaries have been frozen (no +/-2% cost of living raise) and all 

retirement contributions have been suspended for FY21 at Bates. A total loss of 13-15% in FY21 
compensation package. 

• Not at this time 
• Our conference has been incredibly slow to respond to a return to play structure for the conference 

as a whole. Our Head Coaches group got together and created a contingencies document to help 
guide the presidents and commissioner in their decisions. The attached document is my portion of 
that working document. We are still adding and adjusting to current situations. We are planning to 
hold a shorter Fall season than we traditionally do, 4 weeks instead of 6. We are also planning to 
have small rotations off site in small boats. Novice rowing, while still in the technical phase we will 
encourage face masks to be worn in large team boats, however not required.  

• I have not submitted a schedule on the previous page as it has yet to be approved/ there are too 
many unknowns. 

• The plans for opening the college will be out within two weeks. " 
• our fall sports are planning to travel (including air travel) and compete on a slightly reduced number 

of competitions, but fairly normally 
• Our university has announced clear intentions to be open in September.  However, we have NO 

details yet.  Therefore the various flavors of our boathouse reopening plan are not yet concrete, and 
we are preparing multiple options for our administrators to consider. 

• Plan is to bring back basketball, volleyball, soccer on August 1. Scenarios are being discussed. We 
had head coach, admin and team physician conversations starting 2 weeks ago about what protocol 
will look like. Most important thing that came out of it is that everything will be different and will 
take more time to accomplish/accommodate/manage/run. 

• Still waiting for when our athletes can go through clearance process to return to any facility  
• The discussions about event planning will begin shortly; all planning for all schools at this point have 

only put forth plans for return to campus and day to day operations. We need to encourage our 



membership to be part of that planning process and get a sense as to the viability of competitions in 
the spring. 

• The university is requiring all international students to either be in the country for two weeks prior 
to classes beginning, or to quarantine in their dorm rooms for two weeks after arriving on campus. 
This requirement might also apply to domestic students from covid-19 hot spots.  

• There are still a lot of unknowns. We will be more informed about what things will look like by the 
end of July/mid August. 

• This information will change - It only reflects where we are on June 8  
• Travel restrictions for the fall haven't been announced, but I suspect we won't be able to fly 

anywhere. 
• we all just have to wait and see what happens 
• We are in a fortunate position because we have a plethora of small boats, which will help us to be 

able to row this fall even if stricter social distancing measures are in place. I think that we will have 
greater clarity after July 1st (or so I hope.) 

• We have put together a PA collegiate rowing programs forum to discuss this.  At this point, most of 
the programs don't know what returning is going to look like.  Villanova, specifically, is looking at 
July 1 as a date to determine if we will be on campus in the Fall.  Many scenarios have been 
discussed and as an athletic department we are in the beginning stages of giving input on sport 
specific return to campus plans.  Coaches have been asked to weigh in and give sport specific details.  
A task force has been created and we are meeting once per week.  Unfortunately, details have yet to 
be ironed out. 

• We have received no news or announcements yet.   The MAAC office did some cost mititgation 
which was posted yesterday, 6/8/2020, but that had nothing to do with our school itself 

• We will have more information once the new head coach of the program is hired 
 
What else should we be asking in future surveys? 
• I think this was great, thank you.  
• Thank you for your work! 
• What sports at your school have been cut.  
• Nothing comes to mind at the moment.  
• Info on practice playing seasons affected by the new academic calendars  
• Has there been discussions about timeline for return to past levels of support may benefit future 

discussions. 
• Dates that campus plans on making decisions, etc. 
• Just want to say I thought this was a great survey because it made me realize how many points of 

information we have not yet received.  Thank you. 
• More flexibility in responses or voluntary explanations to be added after each question. There were 

some areas where my answer was not possible to submit. 
• impacts on novice rowing and and roster management number requirement changes 
• Not necessarily for a general survey, but would like to get updates regarding changes at conference 

championships; eg, travel squad, events, AY21 only or long term, etc.  
• Potential scrimmage opportunities, we usually do 3-4 in the Spring, but hard to know the exact days 

right now 
• Availability of Small Boats, If we need to practice and/or race in small boats how are we doing that. 

Can we help each other in some way. 
• how conferences and universities are handling novice rowing for fall 2020 and if spring 2020 novices 

are remaining novices. 
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